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by it. The principle was that of nationality and of
the self-determination of peoples. It is true that
much was done by the Treaty of Versailles towards
the vindication and realization of this principle.
But there were sufficient breaches of it, committed
in the strategical interests of stability, to sow the
seeds of further potential conflict. It is a matter of
some controversy as to how far the ruling forces in
Republican Germany were animated by regard for
peace and stability. It must be assumed, however,
that there were some elements who were desirous
of assuring an honourable future for a democratic
or near democratic Germany in a stable Europe.
It would have been in the interests of the Allied
Powers to invest these elements with the dignity
attaching to a party which was capable of promoting
the best interests of the country. Instead of this
they were invested in the public regard with the
responsibility for the Treaty of Versailles, which
was generally felt to be a national humiliation.
Given these circumstances, and the chequered and
uneasy economic conditions of the post-War years,
it may be that it was inevitable that some form of
strongly nationalist party should rise to power in
Germany.

In considering the situation which confronted
Mr. Chamberlain on his first becoming concerned
with foreign affairs, some little time before he suc-
ceeded to the Premiership, it is essential to bear in
mind the general background of post-War Europe
and in particular the events since the rise of the Nazi
power in Germany. In the immediate post-War
years active revisionism was confined in the main to
Italy, which considered that it had won the War,
but lost the peace, and to Hungary. The dominant
motive in Germany at first was the effort to obtain
a modification of the economic terms of the Treaty